The Royalist Capital

was a war in which the King made it evident on the
occasion of a visit to Oxford in 1687 that he was on
the side of Obadiah. A statue of the monarch was
set up over the gateway of the large quadrangle of
University College to commemorate the visit of the
royal ** reformer of heresy/*

At Christ Church, meanwhile, Massey, a convert
and creature of Walker, had been appointed Dean by
the Crown and installed without protest by the Chapter.
The old refectory of Canterbury College was fitted up
as a private chapel for the dean's house, and James
attended mass there. At Ail Souls', too, the fellows
had admitted as warden the nominee planted on them
by the royal prerogative. But James was not to have
it all his own way with the colleges. Men had stiver
backs at Magdalen.

The office of President was vacant. The King
. recommended for election Anthony Farmer, a disre-
putable Cantab of notoriously bad character, who had
migrated to Oxford, and who, never having been
fellow either of Magdalen or New College, had no
^qualification for the presidentship. But he was reputed
to be inclined to Romanism. This virtue was apparently
sufficient in James' eyes; he ignored the objections
stated by the fellows. The fellows in turn ignored
the mandate of James and elected Dr Hough, a man
to whom there could be no objection. Cited to
appear before the Ecclesiastical Commission on com-
plaint that they had disregarded the King's mandate,
the Vice-president and fellows, through their delegates,
justified their action by reference to their statutes and
the character of Farmer. JefFeries, who presided,
had to admit that Farmer was proved to the court to
be <* a very bad man." The college was commanded
to elect another tool of the King's, Parker, Bishop of
Oxford. The college held that the place of President
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